ATTACHMENT 6: APPLYING FOR MAJOR FUNDING FROM FOUNDATION,
GOVERNMENTS AND CORPORATIONS




Step 2: Research potential donors
Before applying for funding, you must research potential donors to find one that is a good match for your NPO.

e Get as much background information as you can about the donor organization. Annual reports and websites can be good sources of
information. They will give you information about the organization’s philanthropic interests and the type of funding programs they
administer.

e Obtain the organization’s grant-giving guidelines. These are sometimes available on the organization’s website; otherwise you will need
to contact them directly. Consider the following questions:

= What types of projects does the donor organization support? (Capacity development, direct services, research and
development, etc.)

= What issue areas does it support? (Children, education, health care, environment, etc.)
= What size of grants does it give?
=  What is its grant cycle (timing for accepting applications and making awards)?

Make sure that there is a match between what your NPO does and the donor organization’s area of emphasis. You are wasting your
time (and theirs) if you apply for funding to organizations that are not a good match.

Step 3: Make an initial contact with potential donors that appear to meet your needs

Some donor organizations require submission of a letter of interest or short pre-application before you can submit a full grant request, and
they only accept full applications from NPOs that have passed the initial screening. However, even if an organization does not require a pre-
application, it is a good idea to contact them before you submit a grant application. Describe your NPO and the program you want to fund,
and ask them if your program is the type of program they potentially would fund.

If someone associated with your NPO has contacts within the donor organization, this can be very useful in getting a meeting with key
decision-makers within the donor organization.
























